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ABSTRACT

The Dwelling is a Fundamental issue related to human beings; throughout time, man has
always had to dwell in a place and build his house. Due to different styles and typologies
appearing all over the world, all containing the character of privacy as the main element of
human life in their dwellings. The present study aims to investigate the temporal shift in
understanding privacy during the 20th and 21st centuries in Baghdadi houses, and what are
the physical elements that are related to the meaning of privacy. The research methodology
analyzed the concepts of privacy to extract the research indicators to be applied to (49)
samples of individual houses in selected neighborhoods in two different periods. The data
was collected from visual surveys and checklist observations that the researchers conducted
with 90 Iraqi residents living in those design types and styles. The results indicated that
privacy resembles a balanced physical treatment interrelated to social considerations
planning, ranging from space designs to the details, which results in organizing the
individual’s interactions with the family and then the family's interaction with others, mainly
the neighbors. Each one of them has its own design and planning requirements. The results
showed increased privacy features and approaching (isolation) in the contemporary
Baghdadi house (after 2003) due to the change in the social nature of neighborhood
members and a decreased sense of security. The research noted that there are planning
indicators associated with an increased sense of privacy, such as the width of the residential
street, the residential nature of the neighborhood, and the nonexistence of a neighbor across
from the house.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Dwelling is a concept related to human beings. Through time, man has always had to dwell
in different places and build his own house that appeared in various styles and typologies.
According to this importance, many researchers discussed the dwelling and how man built
his first shelter to provide privacy. Privacy is one of the basic human needs, and there are
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many studies discussing the concept of privacy and its relationship with humans in different
fields. (Al-Hinkawi and Yousif, 2004) explained the meaning of privacy in various fields,
such as the "social-psychological fields", like what (Hall, 1959; Coffma, 1963) mentioned
that the need for privacy is general, comprehensive, and contributes to satisfying human
needs, but the form in which this need is expressed and the mechanism for obtaining it
appear in different forms in urban societies. Hall emphasized the role of distance in
regulating individuals’ privacy .

(Sommer, 1969) proposed the possibility of achieving privacy through organizing distances
between individuals; he introduced the concept of "personal space”, which is characterized
by its flexible and changing dimensions, socially and culturally, depending on the behavioral
pattern and the type of relationship between individuals. (Westin, 1970) In his study, he
explained privacy as the individual’s right to decide the information he would like to share
with others about himself. It is the individual’s voluntary or temporary withdrawal from
society using physical means. Privacy has an important role in the individual’s relationship
with the group and society. And in Newman'’s study, he presented the idea of "defensible
space", based on a spatial theory with a general biological basis.

On the other hand, many researchers discussed the concept of privacy at the level of
"behavioral studies", like Rapport's study, which defined privacy as controlling unwanted
interaction with others and establishing boundaries between public and private property
through various laws and symbols confirming the level of desire for interaction. The degree
of privacy represents part of civilizational-cultural influences, as it affects the organization
of the interior of the residential unit. Rapport developed methods for achieving privacy by-
laws, avoidance, gradualism, behaviors, and psychological tools, organizing activities in time
and space, separation of spaces, and using physical elements (Al-Hinkawi and Yousif,
2004; Rapport, 1969). Privacy was defined as providing personal freedom to the individual
to carry out activities without the interference of family members. The mechanisms for
regulating privacy are verbal and non-verbal behaviors, and environmental factors,
including the definition of personal space, the use of spaces, social customs and traditions
related to individual behavior, and the design of the built environment (Al-Hinkawi and
Yousif, 2004; Eyiice, 2012)

In the architectural field, the word privacy (Tomah et al.,, 2016) has several different
connotations. According to some architectural designers, there must be ample space to
create a psychological, physical, or visual separation. One of the studies focused on a person's
or a group's capacity to manage their visual, auditory, and olfactory communication with
others. Others define it as employing a variety of methods to manipulate interactions to
create the intended interactions according to people's preferences. Thus, privacy fulfills
three primary purposes, which are as follows: restricting social interaction, creating
strategies to control that interaction, and developing and maintaining self-identity. As
mentioned by (Qawasmeh, 2019), depending on one of the studies to achieve privacy in
architecture appropriately, it must be dealt with balance within an appropriate equation and
with specific dimensions and elements, as seen in Fig. 1.

On the other hand, there are local studies that discussed the concept of privacy in the
residential environment like (Fuchs, 2011; Al-Hankawi, 1993) study about the impact of
the characteristics of spatial organization in the urban fabric on social interaction. The
researcher explained that the integration of the space system between internal and external
spaces, which organizes the meeting surfaces of residents with strangers and defines public
and private spaces, affects social interaction. The study of (Al-Ani, 1995 ) studied the
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characteristics of the spatial organization of the dwelling and its relationship to the
psychological characteristics of the residents indicating that the strength of the relationship
between the inside and outside of the dwelling reflects the fact that the use of the outer space
as a private space and the interest in it reflects the tendency of people to enhance the
phenomenon of the dwelling to arouse impressions among others, therefore strengthening
the relationship between the interior and the exterior reflects the human tendency to
strengthen the connection between himself and society.
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dimension - building laws Planning P Social elements
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b Psychological elements
. - Privacy H

Personalization spaces - . . | ] - |
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Figure 1. The Equation for Achieving Privacy in Architecture (Qawasmeh, 2019).

Then, (Youssef, 2001; WANG et al., 2019) studied the duality of private and public in Iraqi
dwellings, demonstrating its potential to define residential space, distinguish the degree of
privacy, and define it through visual, functional, and spatial relationships. Privacy and
isolation in a residential environment are determined by the structural characteristics that
achieve privacy and isolation in residential environment (Al-Hinkawi and Yousif, 2004).
The study of (Qaradagy, 2021; Post, 2000) studied privacy in traditional residential houses
in Sulaymaniyah city, which has a different societal and geographical nature than the city of
Baghdad. The research concluded that the traditional residential patterns common in the
city of Sulaymaniyah have clearly influenced the mechanisms for dealing with elements that
were previously used to provide visual privacy. Finally, the study of (Al-Thahab et al., 2014;
Al-Saaidy and Alobaydi, 2021) on how the physical characteristics of the architectural and
urban fabric are determined by factors such as privacy and daily life. This article examined
how these factors affect the architecture of houses and traditional communities in modern-
day Iraqi cities. Using the idea of the social sphere as an investigative tool to explore the
concept of social space in Iraqi houses and local communities, it shows the link between
socio-cultural features of public and private realms (Mahalla).

According to what is mentioned above, the research argues that privacy is the physical
treatment at the planning, design, and details levels to organize the individual’s interactions
with others, which is his interaction with the family internally and externally with the
neighbors. Because privacy links to human social, psychological, and behavioral needs on
the one hand, and humans build their dwelling architecture on the other hand, the physical
elements of architecture must contain those human needs for achieving privacy.

There will be privacy treatments at the planning level that are concerned with the
relationship between the house and its surroundings as a neighborhood, and the design
treatments that are at the level of the house itself. The physical therapies at the detailed level
are intertwined between the planning and design aspects to regulate the individual’s
relationship with the neighborhood on the one hand and the individual interaction with the
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family on the other hand. So, the detailed treatments overlap between the design and
planning levels. In the following Table 1, the research will summarize the major indicators
of privacy in the place of residence and their codes.

Table 1. The major indicators of privacy in the place of residence and its codes.

Type of privacy Major division Indicators

Mass-space relationship between the house and its
surroundings
1.1X
The boundaries as a main entrance and external fence
Planning level treatment
1.X 1.2.X
The details on the planning level, like the location of
windows
1.3.X
The orientation
1.4.X

Arrangement of spaces inside the house\ on horizontal
and vertical levels, as private and public spaces
Physical privacy 2.1X
1.X Separation of space depending on gender, parents, and
children
2.2X
Functional definition of spaces
Design level 2.3X
2X Personalization
24X
Personal space, zone, and time
2.5X
The entrance
2.6X
The details in the design level, such as curtains,
partitions, and walls, the color of glass, etc.
2.7.X

Previous studies have identified the importance of privacy and its relationship to humans
and their homes. Therefore, this research aims to study privacy in a group of houses in
Baghdad according to the two most prevalent architectural styles: the first is the modern
house, which began to be built in the 1950s, and the contemporary house, which was built
after 2003. Current research aims to find answers to the following questions:

What are the characteristics of privacy from the perspective of Iraqi residents living in
single-family houses in Baghdad during the 20th and 21st centuries?

2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The research methodology consists of several steps:
1. The concept of dwelling, house, and home, then explain the case study about the Baghdadi
house and its characteristics.
2. Conducting the field survey and checklist observation with residents of modern houses
built before 2003 and contemporary houses built after 2003 as a case study.
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3. Analyzing the data from field surveys and checklist observations .
4. The analysis was supported statistically by using the SPSS program, using the Binary
Logistic Regression Test, with a P value < 0.05 .

2.1 Baghdadi House as a Case Study

At the beginning of the research scope, the research distinguishes among the terms of
dwelling, house, and home. Dwelling is the act of residing and living in a place (to dwell),
embodying human existence and encompassing various physical structures. A house is a
defined and designated physical space for residence, where a person or family lives. It is
physically defined by its physical elements, such as the roof, walls, and floors. A house
includes various physical structures, serving as a shelter or a palace to provide protection
and accommodation for its inhabitants. Home is the concept most closely associated with
humanity and the broadest of all, representing the deep connection between a person and
their dwelling. It encompasses both the physical and non-physical dimensions of human
existence. According to the aim of the research, to specify the physical elements that are
related to the meaning of privacy, the research will focus on the Baghdadi house as a case
study (Salih and Al-Slik, 2025)

The traditional Baghdadi house went through several changes due to modern influences. The
outward styles began with roofing the central courtyard and the emergence of the modern
house, which reached its peak in the 1960s and 1970s of the twentieth century. According to
local researchers, the 1960s and 1970s of the 20t century were important years in the
history of contemporary Iraqi architecture. In the 1960s, the emergence of new residential
neighborhoods with professional groups as government employers. Reflecting the social and
cultural level of each social group. (Alobaydi et al., 2016; Huweish, 1988; Akram et al.,
2015; Khasir and Nasser, 2010). The area of these residential plots of modern houses is
300-600m?, and some plots are more than that, according to the building codes of Baghdad
Municipality; the building ratio of these lands (300-600m?2) is 60-65%. The typology of the
plan, as mentioned by (Al-Beirouti, 1992; Khafaf, 1992), is a residential block settled in
the back with the garden in the front, emphasizing openness to the outside and the tendency
toward reduction and simplicity. Houses in the 1960s and 1970s usually contained two
entrances for the family and the reception room, and then gradually moved towards more
private spaces. Houses built in the 1960s were designed as modern typological houses,
which continued to change in the 80s and 90s due to difficult political and economic
conditions (Kuba and Al-Slik, 2011; Khayat and Khaznadar, 2010). The modern example
is shown in Fig. 2.

The modern style of the Baghdadi house continued, but it witnessed changes in its style,
building materials, scale, and details in the nineties of the twentieth century. The modern
house in the 1980s and 1990s of the twentieth century witnessed a structural modification
that included construction, adding, modifying, and sorting parts of the large areas as new
houses, with changes occurring in finishing the facades with various building materials.
(Kuba, 2011; Alobaydi, 2017; Gupta, 2019; Salih and Al-Slik, 2025).

After 2003, improving salaries for government jobs led to an improvement in income and
living standards for the middle class. The features of the security turmoil included various
aspects of life in the city of Baghdad, and the violence depleted the Iraqi-educated middle
class through what that class was exposed to. After 2003, most of the modern Baghdadi
houses were divided into more houses, and as a result of the small spaces, the coverage rate
increased. Many open spaces, such as gardens and outdoor spaces, were eliminated and
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limited to service spaces with very small areas for lighting and ventilation. The sizes of
modern houses diversified after 2003, becoming 100-150 square meters, then gradually
decreased to very small houses that reached 36 square meters and consisted of three floors,
so new planning indicators appeared (Alsaffar and Alobaydi, 2023; Pieri, 2005), as can be
seen in Fig. 3.
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Figure 2. A. modern Baghdadi house was built in the 1970s. B. Example of a plan of a
modern house in Baghdad by (Al-Beirouti, 1992)

The residential neighborhoods planned in Baghdad also witnessed many phenomena of
transformation of their modern residential house into other functions like schools, hospitals,
or companies. This contributed to the social and physical disintegration of the residential
neighborhood. (Ali and AL-Kindy, 2021; Al-Sadkhan and Aladdin, 2013; Alobaydi et al.,
2024). After 2003, modernly planned residential neighborhoods began to disintegrate, and
schools and businesses emerged, some linked to the government's efforts to convert certain
streets into commercial areas, and others not. Furthermore, most residential areas in
Baghdad witnessed the emergence of informal settlements housing over a million people,
and these settlements significantly impacted the quality and prices of residential areas. (Ali
and AL-Kindy, 2021; Al Ishagee and Albazaz, 2019).

e S e
Figure 3. A. contemporary Baghdadi house was built after 2003. B. Example of a plan of a
contemporary house in Baghdad (Salih and Al-Slik, 2025)
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Finishing materials in residential and public facade buildings have changed, witnessing the
phenomenon of alienation in architecture. As well as the number of residents living in
informal settlements exceeded three million. (Al-Assadi et al., 2022; Dhumad and
Khaza'al, 2017; Dhumad., 2023).

2.2 The Field Survey and Checklist Observation

The field research included selecting 90 residents, diverse in their educational levels, male
and female, over 18 years old, and living in (49) houses, as modern houses were built before
2003, and contemporary houses were built after 2003 .The selected sample was identified
as having a good economic level, with an average income between 1.5-2 million Iraqi dinars,
and they are educated individuals. 51% of the residents live in modern houses built between
the 1950s and 1990s, while 49% of them live in contemporary houses built after 2003. The
selected samples were from the neighborhoods of (Yarmouk, Mansour, Saydiya, and Adl) on
the Karkh side of Baghdad and from the areas of (Palestine Street, Waziriyah, Shaab, and
Sadr City) on the Rusafa side of Baghdad.

Field research includes several steps:

A- Ask the residents: Do you feel privacy in your house?

Yes, No, to a certain extent .

B- Applying a checklist observation based on dialogue with the residents and noting the
existence of indicators in the house.

C- Ask the residents: Are there other factors that enhance your sense of privacy?

The research included analyzing the residents’ answers and supporting them by observing
the presence and absence of indicators in the houses under study.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This part will demonstrate the findings of the indicators of privacy at the planning, design,
and detail levels. The results were 51% of the residents live in modern houses built between
the 1950s and 1990s, while 49% of them live in contemporary houses built after 2003. The
female was 66%, and the males were 34%, the age average 20-40 years was 34%, 41-60
years was 28%, and 61-80 years was 34% and finally, more than 80 years old was 3%. The
selected samples were from the neighborhoods of (Yarmouk, Mansour, Saydiya, and Adl) on
the Karkh side of Baghdad and from the areas of (Palestine Street, Waziriyah, Shaab, and
Sadr City) on the Rusafa side of Baghdad. According to the data analysis from the checklist
observation and field survey of the residents’ houses, the results of feeling privacy were that
60% felt privacy in their houses, 37% felt privacy to a certain extent, and 3% did not feel
private, as can be seen in Fig. 4.

to certain extent

no

yes

80% 60% 40% 20% 0%

Figure 4. Distribution of the participants’ responses to reflect their sense of privacy
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First: The results of the planning level showed that 64% of the residents feel in privacy by
mass-space relationship (1.1.X) as a separation between the house as a private space and the
street as a public space. Staying away from the street represented by residents living in the
modern house styles before 2003 is one of the main indicators of feeling privacy, and how
the proximity to the street was an indicator of a lack of sense of privacy in residents of the
contemporary small houses that were built after 2003. The results of the boundaries as a
main entrance and external fence treatment showed that the field survey showed that the
residents were interested in defining the external boundaries that separate the private from
the public, even though they did not indicate them. The field research showed that the high
external walls and their treatment were 64%. The field research also noted that the external
solid doors that do not contain openings were 71%. The orientation of the house doesn’t
have any impact because all the modern and contemporary houses have an outdoor look,
but 3% of the residents ensure that the location of some windows of their houses overlooks
some internal courtyards, increasing the sense of privacy. The results of the field survey are
seen in the following, Fig. 5.

the orientation

location of windows
1.3.x

solid doors 1.2.x.

high walls 1.2.x

mass-space 1.1.x

80% 60% 40% 20% 0%

Figure 5. Distributing the answers of the residential participants to planning level
indicators and their sense of privacy.

The residents indicated that there are other reasons responsible for their feeling of privacy
at the planning level with the neighborhood at the physical level, which are:

A- The wide residential street: it enhances the sense of privacy because it means that the
opposite neighbor does not overlook the house directly, and this appeared mostly in the
preference of residents of houses after 2003, or in the desire for people who live in houses
in a narrow residential street.

B- There is no neighbor opposite the house: it is one of the indicators of increasing privacy,
which was indicated by residents of homes after 2003.

C- The residential nature of the neighborhood: The transformation of some modern houses
in residential neighborhoods into commercial functions was an indication of the decline in
the sense of privacy for the residents.

The residents pointed to other factors at the social level that enhance the sense of privacy in
the neighborhood, which are:

-Reducing social interaction with neighbors: Most residents don’t have any interaction with
neighbors, and drawing official boundaries is a means of expressing privacy and not allowing
others to interfere in the private affairs of the family.
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-The polite nature of the neighbors: the social nature of the neighborhood is characterized
by polite behaviors, and the absence of annoying phenomena among the neighbors increases
the sense of privacy.

The research noted that reducing interaction with the neighbors and making it a factor in
increasing privacy occurred because of the social changes that residential neighborhoods
witnessed after 2003, the arrival of new residents in divided houses outside urban controls,
and the effects of violence that made people not know each other and afraid of each other.

Second: The sense of privacy at the design level of the house means:

A-The arrangement of the spaces: The results showed that 83% of the Baghdadi residents
indicated that separation between the public and private spaces of the family and the
arrangement of spaces inside the house\on horizontal and vertical levels, are one of the main
indicators to feel in privacy at their home .

B-Separation of the space depends on gender, the parents, and children: The results showed
that 94% of the Iraqi residents have a separation between the parents' room and their
children as well, and the separation between genders is one of the main indicators of privacy
at their home. And this is related to the beliefs of the Islamic religion .

C-Functional definition of spaces: The results showed that 68% of the Iraqi residents
indicate that the functional definition of spaces that don’t overlap is one of the important
factors affecting the sense of privacy at home. Due to the small spaces in homes after 2003,
the reception space often overlaps with the living space, and the lack of separation between
the public space for guests and the space for the family as a living room is an indicator of a
decline in the sense of privacy. On the other hand, small architecturally designed houses
were trying to achieve openness on the one hand, and space isolation on the other hand, a
criterion for the residents’ satisfaction. As the following example, Fig. 6.

Figure 6. Examples of open plan arrangement in a ground floor plan in contemporary
Baghdadi houses after 2003.

D-Personalization: The results showed that 59% of the Iraqi residents indicated that the
personalization and building of the house according to the family’s requirements and their
participation in the design was an indication of the sense of privacy among the residents.
E-The existence of each individual’s own space/Zoon/tim :The results of the questionnaire
for the residents indicated that 91% of the residents indicated that having their own space
means a sense of privacy. The researcher noted that any defect in these levels represents a
defect in the resident’s sense of privacy .
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F: The entrance: The results showed that 74% of the residents used separations in the
entrance by creating guest entrances and family entrances, increasing the sense of privacy
in modern and contemporary houses as seen in Fig. 7. The results of design level indicators
are as follows in Fig. 8.

SN — s AP " ' \‘
Figure 7. A. The gliest entrance and family entrance in the modern Baghdadi house before

2003 B. The guest entrance and family entrance in the contemporary Baghdadi house
after 2003.

the arrangement of space 2.1.x.

the separation of space depending on
gender 2.2.x

functional definition of spaces 2.3.x.
personalization 2.4.x.
personal space 2.5.x.

the entrance 2.6.x.

Figure 8. Distributing the answers of the residential participants to design level indicators
and their sense of privacy.

G: The sense of privacy at the architectural detail level of the house 2.7.X: All the residents
have privacy at the detail level in house design through Curtains, tinted glass, high walls, and
high doors it appeared in post-2003 homes because of their proximity to the street and the
neighbors’ honor over it, or in the suffering of the residents of pre-2003 homes and their
suffering from the neighbors’ overlook over their outdoor courtyards and gardens, which
was represented by the design details of most of the samples, represented by the shaded
glass, and the drawn curtains most of the time. Painting some windows in extreme cases .

The feeling of privacy at the level of detail was linked to the presence of curtains to prevent
communication between the inside and outside, and the emphasis on high solid doors to
enhance the sense of privacy. As for the level of shaded glass, despite its spread in
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contemporary houses after 2003, it is subject to the influence of social phenomena and
climatic effects.

At the level of detail, the curtains and doors represent the threshold between public and
private spaces. The type of glass and the height of the walls are factors that change under the
influence of social variables in society. The residents indicated that there are other reasons
responsible for their feeling of privacy at the design level socially by living as an independent
family. The researchers noted that the majority of the samples had independent families, but
just 13% indicated that the sense of privacy meant living in an independent family, despite
most of them not indicating its association with a sense of privacy except by referring to
residents who had previously lived with an extended family and their suffering with their
sense of privacy. Therefore, the field research confirmed that living as an independent family
is linked with a sense of privacy due to constant striving.

Therefore, the privacy of the Iraqi user is affected by the physical requirements at the level
of the house, and neighborhood, and the social requirements at the level of the family and
neighborhood together, which shows the distribution of the factors that effect on the sense
of privacy for Iraqi resident from the personal space of a person as a private space until the
relationship with neighborhood as a public space. So, we can indicate the concept of privacy
for Iraqi users in Fig. 9.

4. THE STATISTICAL ANALYSIS BY USING SPSS

Statistical analysis was used to support the results of the descriptive analysis and the
checklist that was adopted. Binary logistic regression analysis was adopted because the
dependent variable in this study is a binary variable limited to two categories (e.g., yes/no
or true/not true). This type of analysis is used to estimate the probability of the phenomenon
under study occurring in light of the influence of a set of independent variables, while also
determining the strength and direction of this influence. A statistical significance level (a =
0.05) was adopted to judge the significance of the results; the relationship is considered
statistically significant when the value of (P) is less than 0.05, which calls for the rejection of
the null hypothesis, while exceeding the value of (P) to this limit means that there is not
enough statistical evidence to reject it. The statistical analysis supported the effect of the
planning characteristics of the residential neighborhood on the sense of privacy, as shown
in Table 2.

Table 2. The Statistical results of the planning level.

Variable (physical planning level) | Number Privacy Frequency Significant
Present 27 Yes 55 0.006
No 2 0.023
Absent 63 Kind of 33 0.99

The statistical analysis supported the effect of the design and detail characteristics of the

residential house on the sense of privacy, as shown in Table 3.

Table 3. The Statistical results of the design level

Variable (Design level) Number Privacy Frequency Significant
Present 77 Yes 55 0.005
No 2 0.2
Absent 13 Kind of 33 0.99
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Privacy inside (individual —space)
-The indiwvidual's private space
-The individual's space (zone).

- The individual's own time .
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\
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Privacy cutside with [(neighborhood-home
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Privacy inside (family — home)
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A- Customization- A-The residential character of
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Privacy physically - detailedhr-
Treatments include doors, windows,
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according to the privacy of the resident

the neighborhood.

B- The wide residential street.
T- There is no opposite
neighbor.

- Stay away from the street.

famiby Social Privacy with the neighborhood:
Social privacy - housing as an A- Restrictingand limiting
independentfamily social interaction.

B- The polite characte ristics of

the opposite neighbor

Figure 9. The level of privacy for Baghdadi residents.

Based on the analysis results, it was found that a clear and well-thought-out design level in
a house is significantly and positively correlated with the sense of privacy, while the absence
of such a level did not show a statistically significant effect. Therefore, the results support
the hypothesis that design features are a key factor in enhancing privacy within the
residential environment.

5. CONCLUSIONS

The results have indicated that privacy changes according to social and cultural variables in
society. It is also affected by social factors represented by the nature of the resident family,
as well as the nature of the residential group residing in the neighborhood. When a change
occurs in one of these indicators, it will lead to a change in the aspects of privacy in the
residential environment. In our case study in Baghdad, in the 1960s and 1970s, due to the
influences of modernity, the Baghdadi house became more open. The contemporary houses
in Baghdad in 2003 became more private because the residential neighborhoods had
changed their social and cultural homogeneity due to the arrival of new residents from
different residential neighborhoods and the effects of the violence that occurred after 2003,
which indicates a decline in social security at the residential neighborhood level. Therefore,
there is an increase in physical separation between the house and the residential
neighborhood. This confirms the loss of social communication between the inside and the
outside as one of the requirements of the residential environment. The privacy in a house
before 2003 was part of the social fabric, but it increased after 2003 to the point of isolation
and social separation due to factors such as the small size of the house, which altered the
distribution of internal spaces and reduced openness to the outside world; the absence or
very small size of the space separating the house from the street; and the height of the house
to three or more stories. Privacy has transformed from a mechanism for maintaining family
boundaries within the framework of the house and interaction with neighbors within the
residential neighborhood to an isolated house that protects the house from the social
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environment. The alienation and its elements, as indicated by the research, are represented
by high walls, closed gates, and isolation from neighbors, resulting from social fear. This
occurred as a result of the mixing of residential neighborhoods with strangers. The house
was transformed into a "refuge" instead of being part of the social fabric.
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